
The MRCS Part A exam (2020/1) took place on 14 
January 2020, with results released on 11 February 
2020.

44% of Pastest customers have reported passing the 
exam, which is 11% higher than the last overall pass rate 
reported by the surgical Royal Colleges. 
 
On average, successful candidates answered 3,721 
questions in the Pastest resource with unsuccessful 
candidates averaging 2,471 questions answered.

Top Tips

Brush up on Basic Science: In the last two exam sittings,  
Pastest users felt that “Basic science knowledge relevant 
to surgical practice” was the most difficult topic, so 
refresh your knowledge in this area.  

Prepare for a long day: The MRCS Part A exam is five 
hours long, comprising a three-hour Applied Basic 
Sciences paper and a two-hour Principles of Surgery 
in General paper. That’s 300 questions to answer... all 
on the same day! Unsurprisingly, many Pastest users 
complained of fatigue and felt this impacted their 
performance on Paper 2.

Watch out for the odd image: In the previous two 
sittings, a single image appeared in the exam. This time 
around, candidates reported as many as five images, 

including X-ray and ECG investigations. The Royal 
College exam content guides do suggest that images 
may appear in either paper, however there seems to 
have been a trend to include more images in recent 
sittings.

Get to grips with the guidelines: It was noted by 
candidates that the exam followed new guidelines - such 
as for burns, for example - so prep with these in mind 
and not what you would necessarily do in practice.

Start early: The stand out piece of advice from past 
candidates is clear: start revising early and hammer 
through as many practice questions as you can!

 
Sign up to Pastest to maximise your chances of passing 
your next medical exam. MRCS Part A and MRCS Part B 
OSCE resources available now. 

Subscriptions come with the guarantee of a free 
extension if your exam is cancelled or postponed due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Visit us at: Pastest.com
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